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Man pens 

By MATTHEW BARAKAT 
News-Post Staff 

You can’t escape John F. Ken- 
nedy’s legacy at the home of Harold 
Weisberg. 

In his basement is one of the most 
complete archives of information on 
the assassination, much of it 
obtained the hard way, by suing the 
federal government. 

On the wall of his living room is a 
poster of the famous picture of Lee 
Harvey Oswald branching a rifle 
that so many theorists believe was 
doctored. Mr. Weisberg’s alteration 
is a little different, though; Oswald’s 
head is replaced with Lyndon John- 
son’s. 

On the phone he receives a call 
from a student at Broward Commu- 
nity College in South Florida, where 
two of Mr. Weisberg’s books are 
required reading, according to a 
letter from history professor Dennis 
Maguere that describes Mr. 
Weisberg’s work as “compelling.” 
He receives numerous other letters 
from readers. 

“Most of the people who get in 
touch with me make it a point of 
telling me how young they are,” Mr. 
Weisberg said. “They always say 
how much they love Kennedy.” 

At 82, Mr. Weisberg is still writing 
books on the 1963 assassination. His 
most recent book, “Never Again,” 

. was published this year. 

Much of “Never Again” is written 
as a response to a 1992 article in the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association in which the doctors who 
performed the Kennedy autopsy said 
they never saw evidence of a con- 
spiracy. 

“That article says that because 
Hume (one of the coroners) says he 
was right, he’s gotta be right,” Mr. 
Weisberg said. 

But Mr. Weisberg contends that 
the JAMA article ignores basic evi- 
dence that is part of the public 
record. 

‘"They knew exactly what they 
were doing,” Mr. Weisberg said. 
“But those doctors were in a terrible 
position. They were boxed in by the 
military, and they took orders.” 

Mr. Weisberg also offers evidence 
and photgraphs that he believes 


book on JFK's 


assassination 


shows that the FBI mampulated and 
faked evidence in its report on the 
assassination, a fact that he says is 
especially relevant now as defense 
attorneys at the O.J. Simpson trial 
contend that some evidence in that 

case may have been altered to favor 
the prosecution. 

“It’s unbehevable, but they do it,” 
he said. 

In the Kennedy assassination 
subculture, Mr. Weisberg stands in a 
fairly unique position. While he has 
been convinced for years that the 
gover^ent conspired not to hilly 
investigate the assassination, and 
that the Oswald-lone-assassin Uieory 
is a hoax, he says it is impossible to 
know who killed Kennedy because 
the crime was never investigated. 

“I’m the only one in the middle,” 
Mr. Weisberg said. 


Being in the middle means Mr. 
Weisberg finds himself atta cking 
both defenders of the government as 
well as those who offer elaborate- 
conspiracy theories. In fact, Mr. 
Weisberg is working on a book now 
that critiques the entire spectrum of 
thought on Kennedy’s death, includ- 
ing himself. 

“I’ve made some mistakes,” he 
said. 

One thing Mr. Weisberg said he' 
now regret was believing and sup- 
porting the theories of Jim Garrison 
after it should have been clear Mr. 
Garrison was grasping at straws. 


Jim Garrison is a real tragic 
figure,” he said of the New Orleans 
district attorney whose unsuccessful 
case against businessman Clay Shaw 
was the basis for the film “JFK.” 
“He was one of the most literate, 
intelligent, superb man I ever met.’ 
... But there came a time when I 
realized in a painful way that what he 
was saymg just wasn’t true.” 

Mr. Weisberg is unsure how many 
copies of “Never Again” have been 
sold, but he said it is at least more 
than 1,000. Local bookstores are not 
carrying it, but Mr. Weisberg said 
Borders Books ordered 800 copies. 



